Community Maker: Engaging with Change by FRANCIS, Anna
Anna Francis, Brownfield Ikebana, 2012
- Exploring cities, how they develop and the impact of art and artists on this development 
Interested in Housing Renewal in Cities
The Institute for the Art and Practice of Dissent at Home
And publication, Future Visions of History, Liverpool Biennial
Commissions for public works:
Commissioned to carry out a collaborative participatory project 
in Lozells and East Handsworth, 2008 – during a time of 
housing renewal
Turner’s Fortune – Performance Consultation outside Turner Contemporary –
questioning the feeling of the public about the new art space for the town, and the role 
it may play in the future
A lot of my work is located in the city where I live, but always in relation to other 
places: City Tour Guide  - 2009-10

Talking City Live at Shop: a chat show to talk 
about the regeneration of the City
Commissioned by Gemma Thomas ‘SHOP’ 
project 2010
Interested in the sites in city’s where development is on hold: Brownfield 
Sites, and their role in local ecologies



Context and Partnership
Totem, Corinne Felgate
AirSpace Gallery, Bird Yarden
















Back to the site
2013 - Mark out the triangle





December 2014 – return to 
Fryers to pick up the first 10 
rose bushes to be sent to our 
crowd funders
Commissioned by The New Art Gallery Walsall to showcase the project –
brought a whole new set of creative challenges…
The intervention made in Summer 2015 drew attention....
The Spode Rose now growing in the garden: with companion planting installed with 
the landscaping team from the council for the BCB 2015 
Consultation during BCB 2015

The bulk of the work Feb- March 
2016
A series of gardening events to 
transform the space, and 
alongside that, working to set up a 
‘Friends of’
group
Shared launch with ACAVA studios 
– opening 43 new artist studios on 
the factory site, we decided to really 
maximise the event by creating the 
Stoke Art Map event: with 11 other 
venues across the town opening 
their doors for the day.
Yesterday: planting spring bulbs in a 
new weekly lunchtime gardening club 
– just 4 yesterday (but we haven’t 
advertised yet)
The role of the artist in society:
Artist as Citizen – What if I don’t go home at the end of the day? What if I work 
where I live? 

Enid Seeney, designer of Ridgway 
Pottery’s Homemaker design, the 
first female to train in the design 
studio at the Spode Factory
Community Maker 2015: A series of workshops where we meet, eat and make
A good chance to use our new green space




Final event of the summer was a community celebration: 
over 100 people came along
Then: using the wares to make drawings and lino prints, for next stage of project

Opportunity to Collaborate with artist Rebecca Davies
Clay workshops: bring a plate – creating a prototype table setting, from the 
plates found in the community
Using Arduino technology and experimenting with conductive glazes and gold 
banding to make ceramics talk

Aerobics, bingo, tae kwondo, cooking, library sessions, coffee mornings, hula hooping, 
business development session, karaoke, sign writing, pool tournament, table tennis 
tournament,  engraving, printing...

Asking questions
Gathering evidence
An evening conversation for artists to discuss our responsibilities when working in 
regeneration contexts...
Considering Gentrification...interesting response from the kids on the street
Community Celebration Event: Future of the Pub Photoshoot
Getting people involved in the decision making, and creating a space 
for anyone to take part...
Then: writing a business plan
http://theportlandinnproject.tumblr.com/
One minute video of the celebration
